
 

 

 

  

History – Was it Britain’s Finest Hour? (Year 6) 

Rationing 
 

 
 Supply ships were targeted by German bombers 
and it was necessary to conserve as much food as 
possible. Rationing meant that each person was 
only allowed a fixed amount of foods. Ration 
books were issued, with coupons that showed 
people how much of each item they were 
allowed. Shopkeepers would remove or stamp 
the coupons when they were used. People were 
also encouraged to ‘Dig for Victory’ and grow as 
much of their own food as possible.  

Petrol, soap, clothing and timber were also in 

short supply. Clothing ration books were issued 

and people were encouraged to ‘make do and 

mend’. 

Key Vocabulary 

annex – where one territory moves into another. 

 

allies – (supporter) The UK, France and Poland, 

later joined by other countries including The 

United States of America and China. 

 

axis – (enemy) Germany, Japan and Italy. 

 

propaganda – information designed to promote a 

political idea or opinion. 

 

rationing – to control the amount of something an 

individual can have. 

 

evacuation –  moving someone away from an area 

that is dangerous to somewhere safer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                          

 

     The government’s ‘Dig for Victory’ campaign 

encouraged people to grow their own food. Some 

people also reared their own animals for meat and 

eggs. Clothes and other items were mended or made 

into new things.  

 

 

Why did WWII start? 

The leader of Germany, Adolf Hitler, had 

plans to take over other countries. In 

March 1938, Germany invaded and 

annexed Austria, which made other 

countries worried. On 29th September 

1938, British, French, German and Italian 

leaders signed a treaty called the Munich 

Agreement. This allowed Hitler to annex 

the Sudetenland (an area of 

Czechoslovakia) if he agreed not to 

invade anywhere else. However, in 

August 1939, Hitler broke the agreement 

and invaded the rest of Czechoslovakia, 

followed by Poland on 1st September. 

Britain, France and Poland had made a 

pact to support each other, so Britain 

and France declared war on Germany. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?esrc=s&q=&rct=j&sa=U&url=https://www.britannica.com/biography/Adolf-Hitler&ved=2ahUKEwj7gcfclfn4AhVxX_EDHSdGDQsQqoUBegQIExAB&usg=AOvVaw0qsIhJmh62ZSxNCyCZdBP5
https://www.google.co.uk/url?esrc=s&q=&rct=j&sa=U&url=https://merl.reading.ac.uk/collections/merl-object-collection/ration-book/&ved=2ahUKEwiE9Nnylfn4AhXiXfEDHR4oBAQQqoUBegQIExAB&usg=AOvVaw0Nb5IbUvdx-zbFr-1Y8xZt
https://www.google.co.uk/url?esrc=s&q=&rct=j&sa=U&url=https://the1940sexperiment.com/2012/01/28/dig-for-victory/&ved=2ahUKEwjmtNTSl_n4AhVxhM4BHcD-DuIQqoUBegQIBhAB&usg=AOvVaw1-MmqW84xeWZQoai94qhvQ


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Time Line 

  

 

 

 

 
 In July 1940, Germany planned a secret mission to invade Britain. They began by sending the Luftwaffe 
(German air force) to bomb British ships, airfields and other targets. RAF (Royal Air Force) planes fought 
back in what were known as dog fights  

 
Believing they were winning, the Luftwaffe moved on to bombing London on 7th September 1940 (the 
start of the Blitz). On 15th September, the Luftwaffe launched another attack but the RAF fought back and 
it was clear that the Germans would not be able to win. This date is commemorated every year as the end 
of the Battle of Britain.  

 

The Battle of Britain 

Evacuation 
 

 
During World War II, over 3.5 million children, along with some 
of their teachers and helpers, mothers with very young children, 
pregnant women and people with disabilities, were evacuated 
from the cities to the countryside, where it was believed they 
would be safer from bombing. All evacuees had to take their gas 
mask, ration book and identity card. When they reached their 
destination, a billeting officer would arrange a host family for 
them.  

Evacuation happened in waves, beginning on 1st September 

1939. Other waves occurred at the start of the Battle of Britain 

and at the start of the Blitz. 

Impacts 

Every year, special celebrations are planned to 

honour and remember the people whose lives 

were affected by the war. Large 

commemorations are usually held for events 

including the evacuation from Dunkirk, 

Holocaust Memorial Day, VE Day, D-Day and 

the Battle of Britain, as well as for 

Remembrance Day. 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?esrc=s&q=&rct=j&sa=U&url=https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/the-battle-of-britain&ved=2ahUKEwj1hfrGlvn4AhWFQvEDHTiMC1QQqoUBegQIExAB&usg=AOvVaw3NPE9pM473oFQxUiPezJVd
https://www.google.co.uk/url?esrc=s&q=&rct=j&sa=U&url=https://www.ducksters.com/history/world_war_ii/battle_of_britain.php&ved=2ahUKEwj1hfrGlvn4AhWFQvEDHTiMC1QQqoUBegQIChAB&usg=AOvVaw3g6ByJm5lkZbPw_-Ha8gNS
https://www.google.co.uk/url?esrc=s&q=&rct=j&sa=U&url=https://www.britannica.com/topic/Luftwaffe&ved=2ahUKEwjR_oX5lvn4AhW2VvEDHXflC-QQqoUBegQIAhAB&usg=AOvVaw1sVfMIkEDyTxAEm7NeHnMF
https://www.google.co.uk/url?esrc=s&q=&rct=j&sa=U&url=https://www.amazon.co.uk/Can-WW2-Propaganda-War-poster/dp/B016VHQ2XY&ved=2ahUKEwjvtL7rl_n4AhULiVwKHXmFABoQqoUBegQIERAB&usg=AOvVaw3gKLqu3rrZ-tAYhwt1MDPh
http://www.google.co.uk/url?esrc=s&q=&rct=j&sa=U&url=http://www.sublimemercies.com/2013/11/remembrance-day-sometimes-war-speaks.html&ved=2ahUKEwjH4r_YmPn4AhVLUcAKHV77ApcQqoUBegQIERAB&usg=AOvVaw1lRpgwWbGUFl4ugL-J4NGc
https://www.google.co.uk/url?esrc=s&q=&rct=j&sa=U&url=https://checkoutcroydon.com/news/remembrance-ceremonies-mark-100-years-end-first-world-war&ved=2ahUKEwjH4r_YmPn4AhVLUcAKHV77ApcQqoUBegQIExAB&usg=AOvVaw1BRYdpOlV72_Y657K997_b
https://www.google.co.uk/url?esrc=s&q=&rct=j&sa=U&url=https://spartacus-educational.com/2WWevacuation.htm&ved=2ahUKEwjCoPDMmfn4AhUUT8AKHXZ6BrYQqoUBegQIBBAB&usg=AOvVaw2PwQ6w6xzki8sIUa_H3IG9
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