
Curriculum Content - Reception 

What does this look like in the classroom? 

 

 

 Autumn 2 Big Question:  

What colour is Autumn? 

Maths - Areas of Learning  

Number and Place value  

Number bonds 

Addition  

Subtraction 

English - Reading - Texts 

Hello Autumn  

We’re Going on a Bear Hunt 

The Gruffalo 

Stickman 

The Christmas Pine  

English - Writing Opportunities  

CVC words 

Writing simple sentences 

Retelling stories 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED)  

Understanding our own and others’ emotions 

 

Communication and Language 

Learning and using vocabulary associated with festivals and 

seasons 

Learning and performing Nursery Rhymes and Nativity songs 

Understanding the World 

Seasonal changes  

Animals that hibernate  

Festivals and celebrations  

Religious communities 

Expressive, Arts and Design 

Nativity Performance 

Learning and performing a range of Nursery Rhymes 

Festival art 

Physical Development (PD) 

Throwing and catching  

Continuing to develop gross and fine motor skills 

Enrichment Opportunities  

Visiting Church  

Performing our Nativity in Church 

Autumn walk 

World Nursery Rhyme Week 



Curriculum Content - Reception 

Skill coverage 

 

 

 Autumn 2 Big Question:  

What colour is Autumn? 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED)  

Develop their sense of responsibility and membership of a 

community.  

Play with one or more other children, extending and elabo-

rating play ideas.  

Develop appropriate ways of being assertive.  

Manage their own needs.  

Be confident to try new activities and show independence, 

resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge.  

Communication and Language 

Enjoy listening to longer stories and can remember much of 

what happens. 

Learn and use a wider range of vocabulary. 

Know many rhymes, be able to talk about familiar books, 

and be able to tell a long story. 

Can start a conversation with an adult or a friend and con-

tinue it for many turns. 

Use talk to organise themselves and their play 

Listen carefully to rhymes and songs, paying attention to 

how they sound. 

Learn rhymes, poems and songs. 

Understanding the World 

Explore collections of materials with similar and/or differ-

ent properties.  

Talk about what they see, using a wide vocabulary.  

Begin to make sense of their own life-story and family’s 

history.  

Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the 

natural environment and all living things.  

Understand that some places are special to members of 

their community.  

Recognise that people have different beliefs and cele-

brate special times in different ways. 

Explore the natural world around them.  

Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside.  

Recognise some environments that are different to the 

one in which they live.  

Expressive, Arts and Design 

Take part in simple pretend play. 

Develop their own ideas and then decide which materials to use to express them.  

Join different materials and explore different textures.  

Create closed shapes with continuous lines and use these shapes to represent objects.  

Show different emotions in their drawings and paintings.  

Explore colour and colour-mixing.  

Remember and sing entire songs.  

Sing the pitch of a tone sung by another person (‘pitch match’).  

Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings. 

Watch and talk about dance and performance art, expressing their feelings and re-
sponses.  

Physical Development (PD) 

Continue to develop their movement, balancing, riding 

(scooters, trikes and bikes) and ball skills.  

Start taking part in some group activities which they make up 

for themselves, or in teams.  

Are increasingly able to use and remember sequences and 

patterns of movements which are related to music and 

rhythm. 

Match their developing physical skills to tasks and activities in 

the setting. 

Choose the right resources to carry out their own plan. 

Use one-handed tools and equipment, for example, making 

snips in paper with scissors.  

Use a comfortable grip with good control when holding pens 

and pencils.  

Show a preference for a dominant hand. 

Enrichment  

Opportunities  

Visiting Church  

Performing our Nativity in Church 

Autumn walk 

World Nursery Rhyme Week 


