
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

History – Knowledge and Understanding of the World (Reception) 

‘Understanding the world’ 
 
Children talk about past and present events in 
their own lives and in the lives of family 
members.  
 
They know about similarities and differences 
between themselves and others, and among 
families, communities and traditions.  
 

Comment on images of a familiar situation from 
the past 

Compare and contract characters from stories, 
including figures from the past. 

Explore some similarities and differences 
between things in the past and now, drawing on 
their experience and what has been read in class. 

Understand the past through settings, characters 
and events encountered in books read in class 
and storytelling.  

 
 
 

Key Vocabulary 
old – something that has been around for a 
long amount of time. 
 
new – something that has not existed before. 
 
long Ago – in the past. 
 
past – time that has already happened. 
 
present – things happening now at the current 
time. 

 
beginning – when something starts 
 
end – when something stops 
 
museum – a building that holds a collection of 
things people are interested in seeing.  
 
extinct – something that no longer lives 

 

Items to explore 

Talk about events that have happened in 
their own lives 

Recognises special times and events that 
may happen in their own families 

Describes significant events that happen 
during the year eg remembrance day 

Talk about similarities and differences in 
between their own families and those of 

others. 

Retell a past event in correct order 

Uses talk to connect ideas 

Questions why things happen 

Uses talk to explain ideas and sequence 
events 

Use the vocabulary past, present and 
future accurately when talking about the 

events. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?esrc=s&q=&rct=j&sa=U&url=https://www.theoxfordblue.co.uk/2020/11/09/why-i-refuse-to-wear-the-red-remembrance-poppy/&ved=2ahUKEwj-vvz0hPn4AhVIZcAKHVQkBcoQqoUBegQIEhAB&usg=AOvVaw1Dsp5kP1PYZeXoLDc6bFPK
https://www.google.co.uk/url?esrc=s&q=&rct=j&sa=U&url=https://www.yac-uk.org/news/what-is-archaeology&ved=2ahUKEwjfj8vshfn4AhWKYMAKHZLHBKoQqoUBegQIBhAB&usg=AOvVaw0w_QgvpXAlxO6Jk4FjxNfc


           

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Ideas 
 

Present children with pictures, 
stories, artefacts and accounts 
from the past, explaining 
similarities and differences. 
Offer hands-on experiences 
that deepen children’s 
understanding, such as visiting 
a local area that has historical 
importance. Show images of 
familiar situations in the past, 
such as homes, schools, and 
transport. Look for 
opportunities to observe 
children talking about 
experiences that are familiar to 
them and how these may have 
differed in the past. Offer 
opportunities for children to 
begin to organise -events using 
basic chronology, recognising 
that things happened before 
they were born. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Themes 

Text Ideas 
 
The Whales’ Song by Sheldon  
and Blythe (1990) is a 
beautifully illustrated book  
about a little girl, Lilly, who  
lives with her grandmother  
and uncle. 
 
 

Dogger by Shirley                                                                                     
Hughes (1977) is a much 
loved text which could also 
be linked to a focus on 
toys. 

 
 

Time Line  

Children to create a simple timeline of 
events that have happened in their 

lives. 
 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?esrc=s&q=&rct=j&sa=U&url=https://www.amazon.co.uk/Dogger-Shirley-Hughes/dp/1862308055&ved=2ahUKEwj8vbm4gvn4AhXLglwKHdgZCOoQqoUBegQIBBAB&usg=AOvVaw2hIA3W5iexjjH7wxib7AeD
https://www.google.co.uk/url?esrc=s&q=&rct=j&sa=U&url=https://www.amazon.co.uk/Whales-Song-Red-Picture-Books/dp/0099737604&ved=2ahUKEwik1YnJgvn4AhUdSUEAHbNjAQ0QqoUBegQIAhAB&usg=AOvVaw1eIKMdmXIB2z6PW7_VwZUa
https://www.google.co.uk/url?esrc=s&q=&rct=j&sa=U&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lichfield_Cathedral&ved=2ahUKEwiC1u_jgvn4AhXBiFwKHZv6A4QQqoUBegQIAxAB&usg=AOvVaw1ZsrPy_fsrjOELlehSoavU
https://www.google.co.uk/url?esrc=s&q=&rct=j&sa=U&url=https://www.science-sparks.com/what-is-a-fossil/&ved=2ahUKEwiQ5Y6Eg_n4AhUQWsAKHUAdDGUQqoUBegQIEBAB&usg=AOvVaw0sL14r1Qj4iK72DahtHbKO
https://www.google.co.uk/url?esrc=s&q=&rct=j&sa=U&url=https://www.popsci.com/animals/dinosaurs-warm-cold-blooded-metabolism/&ved=2ahUKEwjL6YKVg_n4AhVhVPEDHbvmCdwQqoUBegQIABAB&usg=AOvVaw2Mu8tsuSLjt5HkT6hQYd_K
https://www.google.co.uk/url?esrc=s&q=&rct=j&sa=U&url=https://www.hotels.com/go/uk/most-beautiful-castles-uk&ved=2ahUKEwiGwOysg_n4AhWVgVwKHdZeDZcQqoUBegQIEhAB&usg=AOvVaw2ODugXQUXpsZFWV5n-xWPx
https://www.google.co.uk/url?esrc=s&q=&rct=j&sa=U&url=https://www.123rf.com/photo_42505485_cartoon-king-holding-a-golden-scepter.html&ved=2ahUKEwjHzru4g_n4AhXWQEEAHTq8D9UQqoUBegQIBxAB&usg=AOvVaw24K6oLFo3LQ7EYMw0TkwIQ
https://www.google.co.uk/url?esrc=s&q=&rct=j&sa=U&url=https://www.shutterstock.com/search/queen-clipart&ved=2ahUKEwie1aLTg_n4AhWKSsAKHVmhBEUQqoUBegQIDhAB&usg=AOvVaw3zXQGS1WaYCHN7ebNp61xT
https://www.google.co.uk/url?esrc=s&q=&rct=j&sa=U&url=https://www.familiesmagazine.com.au/10-ways-schools-have-changed/&ved=2ahUKEwjq_YDrhvn4AhXOS8AKHaTgCfAQqoUBegQIERAB&usg=AOvVaw2qcHobG4PK9vlVY4JQpD7p

